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Abstract: In this study, we have analyzed the acoustic characteristics of the /@ in German produced by native German speakers and
by Chinese learners of German. The comparison of spectral shape and spectral moments was made. Measurements like Center of
Gravity, skewness, and kurtosis can be used to quantified the difference. A one-way ANOVA has indicated a statistically significant
difference between the native speakers and Chinese learners. Moreover, a comparison with the /¢/ suggests that the reason for the
differences might be negative transfer from Chinese.

Key Words: voiceless palatal fricative, center of gravity, negative transfer
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